VERMONT COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
MFA IN WRITING PROGRAM ACHIEVEMENTS
A short synopsis of some program graduates achievements: current to May, 2009
THREE ALUMNI – Nickole Brown, Bob Hicok and Maggie Jaffee – were awarded National Endowment for the Arts Fellowships for 2009.
SUSAN AIZENBERG is Director of the Creative Writing Program at Creighton Univ. The Extraordinary Tide: New Poetry by American Women, an anthology she co-edited with Erin Belieu, has been released by Columbia Univ. Press. Susan was nominated by The Journal for a Pushcart Prize.

SUE ALLISON ‘s "Taking a Reading" was chosen, by judge Mary Oliver, for The Best American Essays 2009.

MAUREEN ALSOP received Harpur Palate's Milton Kessler Memorial Prize in poetry for the poem "Daguerreotype Portrait of Woman & Bird."   First prize and an honorable mention were also awarded for "Horse at Centuries End" and "Parched" by Eleventh Muse.  
ELINOR BENEDICT has had a poetry prize named for her as founding editor of Passages North. E She has also received the Mademoiselle Fiction Prize, a Michigan Council for the Arts Award, and an Editor's Grant from the Coordinating Council of Literary Magazines (CLMP).
DIANN BLAKELY’s third book, Cities of Flesh and the Dead, won the 2008 Alice Fay di Castagnola Award for a manuscript in progress from the Poetry Society of America.

ANN HAGMAN CARDINAL was a recipient of the 2007 Anson Kittredge Foundation grant. Her first novel, Sister Chicas, co-authored with two other Latina writers, won second place in the Latino Book Awards’ Mariposa Awards for best first book in English.

JOAN CONNOR has published Here On Old Route 7, and We Who Live Apart, with the Univ. of MO Press. She received an Ohio State Arts Council grant in 1997 as well as the Ohio Writer Award in Fiction and Nonfiction. History Lessons, her third collection, won an AWP award in short fiction and was published by the Univ. of Massachusetts Press. Joan is an Associate Professor in fiction at Ohio Univ..
SUE COWING received the 1996 Cades Award for Literature from the Hawaii Literary Arts Council. Fire In The Sea, her anthology of poetry and art, was published by the Univ. of Hawaii Press in Sept. ‘97. This was the first anthology to place traditional and contemporary poetry of Hawaii and the Pacific alongside poetry from Europe, Asia and the Americas.

ANNE DE MARCKEN’s story “Ashes” was chosen for inclusion in Best New American Voices 2007.  Her story, "Three Keys,” won the third annual Howard Frank Mosher Short Fiction Prize in 2006. 
ALISON HAWTHORNE DEMING is the author of numerous books of poetry and essays, her latest being The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity, and the Natural World. Alison is Director of the Creative Writing Program at the Univ. of Arizona.  Her writing has won two fellowships from the NEA, fellowships from the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Arizona Commission on the Arts and the Tucson/Pima Arts Council, a Residency Award from the National Writer's Voice Project, the Pablo Neruda Prize from Nimrod, a Pushcart Prize, the Gertrude B. Claytor Award from the Poetry Society of America, and the Bayer Award in science writing from Creative Nonfiction for the essay “Poetry and Science: A View from the Divide.”
DAVID HARRIS EBENBACH's collection of short stories, Between Camelots, was selected as the 2005 winner of the Drue Heinz Literature Prize.  The collection also won the Great Lakes College’s Association New Writer’s Award.
ALICIA ERIAN published The Brutal Language Of Love: Stories with Villard/Random House in 2001.  New Cultural Icons listed Erian as one of the nation’s most important authors, joining only a handful of writers including Allegra Goodman and Zadie Smith. She adapted the title short story from Brutal into a screenplay, which is now under option by Eva Kolodner, producer of Boys Don’t Cry. Her first novel, Towelhead, was released by Simon & Schuster in 2005 and released as a film in 2008, directed by Alan Ball.
JENNIFER FOERSTER received the 2008 Stegner Fellowship in Poetry at Stanford University.

KATE FLORA’s novel, Finding Amy: A True Story of Murder in Maine, won an Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America in 2007.
THOMAS CHRISTOPHER GREENE is the author of novels Mirror Lake (2003, HarperCollins), I’ll Never Be Long Gone (2006, Wm Morrow), and The Envious Moon, released in 2007.  
SAM HALPERT's novel, A Real Good War, has been optioned to Paramount Pictures. Sam was the only American invited to attend (in 2005) a ceremony, air show and lunch at Buckingham Palace celebrating the 60th anniversary of the end of WWII.  He was interviewed about his book by the BBC during this visit.
BOB HICOK is the author of The Legend of Light, Animal Soul Plus Shipping and Insomnia Diary. He is the winner of a National Education Association Fellowship and two Pushcart Prizes. The Legend of Light was an American Library Association Booklist Notable Book of the Year. He is currently an assistant professor of English at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg.
LEANNE HOWE’s first novel, Shell Shaker, won an American Book Award for fiction and was also a finalist for the 2003 Oklahoma Book Award.  Leanne was honored as Wordcraft Circle Writer of the Year, 2002.  Her novel, Équinoxes Rouges, from Roucher, Paris France, was the 2004 Prix Medici Award Finalist in the foreign literature category. Howe is the screenwriter and on-camera narrator for a new 90-minute PBS documentary Indian Country Diaries: Spiral of Fire. The documentary is scheduled to air nationally in November 2006.
DAN JAFFE has received a Mass. Cultural Council Professional Development Grant. Dan joins Vermont College alumni Les Edgerton and Jane Bradley on the faculty of UCLA Extension's online writing program.

THOMAS KENNEDY received the 2008 ELLIE, the most prestigious essay award in the United States. He was honored at the 43rd Annual National Magazine Awards on May 1 at the Lincoln Center in NYC.

ANN KILLOUGH’s book Beloved Idea (Alice James, 2007) won the PEN New England LL. Winship Award.

KATIE KINGSTON was awarded the fourth annual Ruth Stone Prize in Poetry.  Her collection of poems, Habitat, was selected as a finalist for the May Swenson Poetry Award 2007 competition.  She has also been awarded a grant from Fundacion Valparaiso for a writing residency in Mojacar, Spain.

MICHAEL KLEIN has been teaching writing at Sarah Lawrence College and in Goddard College's MFA Program. He has edited three anthologies of writing/responses to the AIDS pandemic, which have all been published by Persea Books. His MFA thesis, 1990, came out in 1993 and won a Lambda Literary Award. Another book, Poets for Life: Seventy-Six Poets Respond to Aids, also won a Lambda Literary Award. His latest memoir, The End of Being Known, was published in 2003.

WALLY LAMB's book, She's Come Undone, (‘92) was chosen by Oprah Winfrey as the fourth selection for her book club, the first by a male writer. His second book, I Know This Much Is True, came out with Regan Books/HarperCollins in ‘98. This book was also selected by Oprah for her book club, only the second time she has selected an author more than once. In 2004 Wally was presented Distinguished Public Service Award by the Conn. Bar Assoc. for his work with women prisoners at York Correctional Institution in Conn. Out of this work, Wally published Couldn't Keep It to Myself: Testimonies from Our Imprisoned Sisters, for which he was interviewed in 2004 on 60 Minutes. His third novel, The Hour I First Believed was released in 2008 and remained on the New York Times Bestseller List for several months.
MARGARITE (HOWE) LANDRY is the winner of the 2008 James Jones First Novel Fellowship with her manuscript Blue Moon. The award is intended to honor the spirit of unblinking honesty, determination, and insight into modern culture exemplified by the late James Jones, author of From Here to Eternity and other prose narratives of distinction. The award is given by the James Jones Literary Society. An excerpt from Blue Moon will appear in Provincetown Arts (July 2010).

NANCY LORD was named the 2008 Alaska writer laureate.  Nancy is the author of three short fiction collections (most recently The Man Who Swam with Beavers) and three books of literary nonfiction (most recently Beluga Days.)  Nancy teaches at the Kachemak Bay Branch of Kenai Peninsula College, Univ. of Alaska Anchorage, and has also taught in the M.F.A. programs at the Univ. of Alaska Anchorage and Bowling Green State Univ. in Ohio.  She has won numerous other honors and fellowships, including grants from the Alaska State Council on the Arts and the Rasmuson Foundation, and a Pushcart Prize. 
JO-ANN MAPSON is the author of eight books of fiction as well as many freelance articles, national book reviews, and has been included in several anthologies. Blue Rodeo was made into a CBS television movie starring Kris Kristofferson and Ann-Margret. Hank & Chloe, The Wilder Sisters, and Bad Girl Creek, were national bestsellers. Bad Girl Creek was a 2002 Booksense 76 pick, as well as an alternate selection for Doubleday, Literary Guild, and Book of the Month Clubs. She authors a monthly column on the writing life for Art Matters and teaches fiction in the MFA Program in Writing at Univ. of Alaska-Anchorage. 
WENDELL MAYO's B. Horror and Other Stories, was featured in a review in the New York Times Book Review in 2000.  Wendell received a National Endowment for the Arts Writing Fellowship for 2000 and spent 2002 writing and teaching in Vilnius, Lithuania on a Creative Writing Fulbright.
ALYCE MILLER is an Assistant Professor of English and Creative Writing at Indiana Univ. The Nature of Longing won the Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction and was republished in paperback by W.W. Norton in ‘95, and listed as a New and Noteworthy Paperback by the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times. Her collection of stories, Water, winner of the Mary McCarthy Prize in Fiction, came out in 2007. 
DAVID MURA is a third-generation Japanese-American sansei. He was awarded two NEA grants, a U.S.-Japan Creative Artist Fellowship, a "Discovery"/The Nation Award, and a Lila Wallace Reader's Digest Writer's Award. After We Lost Our Way was the ‘89 National Poetry Series winner, and Turning Japanese: Memoirs of a Sansei was the Minnesota Book Award in the Biography category, ‘91. Where the Body Meets Memory: An Odyssey of Race, Sexuality and Identity was the recipient of a Minnesota Book Award in the Memoir category, ‘97. With African-American writer Alexis Pate, David has created and performed in the performance piece Secret Colors and a movie, Slowly This, for the PBS series "Alive TV."

SANDRA NOVACK-GOTTSHALL’s novel start, Precious, and her story collection, Love and Other Disasters, were sold in 2007 to Random House in a two-book deal.
 
ROBIN OLIVEIRA is the winner of the 2007 James Jones Fellowship for first novelists.  She was chosen from among thousand of entries.  The award is intended to “…honor the spirit of unblinking honesty, determination, and insight into modern culture exemplified by the late James Jones, author of From Here to Eternity and other prose narratives of distinction.”
NICK PAPPANDREOU’s book, A Crowded Heart: A Novel, came out in the States with Picador in May, 1998 and was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Award. It was first published in England in 1996 under the title, Father Dancing: An Invented Memoir. He was interviewed about his book in June of 1999 on National Public Radio’s "Fresh Air." Threepenny Review published an essay of his on family in 2006. His most recent book, Days Like These, is out in Greek and awaiting publication in the U.S.
ANGELA PATTEN's first collection of poems, Still Listening, was published by Salmon Publishing in Ireland. Angela is included in An Bhileog Bhan, a directory of  20th Century Irish Women Poets.

MELISSA PRITCHARD received the Janet Heidinger Kafka Prize for her story collection, The Instinct For Bliss, Zoland Books, ‘95. The prize is awarded to an American woman who "has written the best, recently published book-length work of prose fiction, whether novel, short stories, or experimental writing." The Kafka prize is awarded by the Univ. of Rochester and the Susan B. Anthony Institute. Her novel, Selene Of The Spirits, was selected for the Barnes & Noble "Discover Great New Writers Series."  Her third story collection, Late Bloomer, came out in ‘04 with Doubleday and was on the Best Books of 2004 list, Chicago Tribune.

Alice James Books announced the winners of the 2006 Kinereth Gensler Awards which included two graduates of the MFA in Writing Program at Vermont College: : The World in Place of Itself by BILL RASMOVICZ  and Beloved Idea by ANN KILLOUGH.
CYNTHIA RIGGS's seventh book, Shooting Star was released by St. Martin's Minotaur in May 2007. All six of her books are in large print editions (Thorndike), and are now being recorded by Blackstone Audiobooks. 
GRAHAM SALISBURY's book, Lord Of The Deep was put out by Random House in September 2001.  Island Boyz, also with Random House, was published in spring of 2002. Earlier books won the 1997 Parent's Silver Honor Award, the Scott O'Dell Award, The PEN/Norma Klein Award, the Bank Street College Book of the Year Award, the Family Channel Seal of Quality Award and the Oregon Book Award. Under The Blood-Red Sun is on the Library of Congress, list of Notable Books for Young Adults.

TIM SEIBLES  has published six books of poetry, most recently Buffalo Head Solos. His poems have appeared widely in journals such as The Kenyon Review and Black American Literary Forum, as well as in the anthologies Outsiders, Verse and Universe, In Search of Color Everywhere, A Way Out of No Way, and New American Poets in the 90’s. Seibles teaches in the MFA Program at Old Dominion Univ.. He has won the Open Voice Award and fellowships from the NEA and the Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center.
BARBARA STRASK0 was nominated, in 2009, for Teacher of the Year by the River of Words, an organization that runs an international environmental art & poetry contest for youth started by Robert Hass when he was Poet Laureate of the U.S.

VIRGINIA CHASE SUTTON's poetry manuscript, Netting The Gaudy Pearls, was a finalist in 1999 in the National Poetry Series, as well as a finalist for the Marianne Moore Poetry Prize and the New Issues Poetry Prize. She has twice been a finalist in the Discover/The Nation poetry competition and has received a fellowship at the Writers At Work poetry competition. Virginia was commissioned to write a poem for the Scottsdale Center of the Arts.

