VERMONT COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS 

MFA IN WRITING FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG ADULTS

Graduate Certificate in the Picture Book 
Who can apply?

· Any alumna/us of the program

· Any currently enrolled student

· Anyone with a relevant advanced degree

· Anyone with just a B.A. on a case-by-case basis

What’s the format?
· Two residencies and one semester-long independent study.  Residencies are in mid-January and mid-July on the Vermont College of Fine Arts campus in Montpelier, Vermont.  The dates for the next residencies are July 10-21, 2010 and January 9-20, 2011.
· During residency, students will participate in a workshop focused solely on the picture book, with two faculty member workshop leaders who are experts in the picture book genre.  One of these faculty members will also be the advisor for all the PB students.  For the concluding residency, picture book students will participate in the PB workshop with five newly enrolled PB students.
· Every other semester, an author/illustrator will also join the faculty for part of the residency.  He or she will participate in the picture book workshop, as well as give a lecture open to all MFA students.  
· For their semester-long independent study, students will work both on critical and creative work; exchange five packets of writing with their advisor; and participate in a biweekly online discussion board with their advisor and one another—all from their homes.
· In the concluding residency, participants will give a panel discussion open to all MFA students in which they will discuss the discoveries they have made during the semester through both their critical and creative work on the picture book.
· Students who successfully fulfill all of the requirements will receive 16 graduate credits and a certificate indicating completion of the concentration, all of which will be reflected on their transcripts.  
What does it cost?
· The cost of the Graduate Certificate in the Picture Book semester is the same as a regular semester in the MFA-WC&YA program.  Fees for the current 2009-2010 year are tuition $7,960, R&B $550, tech fee $135 (plus R&B and $725 residency fee for the second residency).  The comprehensive fee to participate in the PB certificate program is $9,920, with fess subject to change for 2010-2011.  
How do I apply?

· Current students and VCFA alumni submit an application essay in which you discuss your reasons for applying and your goals for the semester; and 1–2 picture book manuscripts (please do not include illustrations). Alumni should also include the application form.  If you are an external candidate (not an alum or current student in the MFA program), you must also submit a critical essay, your transcripts, 1–2 letters of recommendation, the application form and the $75 application fee.
· Please call the program office at 866-934-VCFA ext. 8637 to request an application or for more information.
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