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MFA in Writing for Children & Young Adults
Instructions for Preparation of the Creative Thesis Degree Manuscript
Students ready for the award of the M.F.A. degree must submit a degree manuscript by the end-of-semester date.  

· The creative thesis degree manuscript must be submitted to the MFA office as an email attachment, in PDF format. (See here for how-to info.) 
· Please also see the checklist here for the itemized hard copy materials to be send to the program office.  
· The abstract of your creative thesis should be sent in as a hard copy to the program office for your student file.  It is not included in the volume.  (See page 2 for the sample abstract of the creative thesis.) 
The volume should include:

- Title page (see sample for exact guidelines) which includes the following statement: Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the Master of Fine Arts in Writing for Children Program at Vermont College of Fine Arts.
- Preface (OPTIONAL. If, for instance, selection of the material included has been limited to half of the work produced, one might want to make reference to the material excluded and explain the basis for selection; or, one could refer to the process, the nature of revision, the changes in the work over the course of one's tenure in the program, etc.).

- Table of contents (see sample for exact guidelines).  
- A book length collection of original work (short stories, a novel, poems) completed or substantially revised while in the Program. Minimum requirements are:


75 pages of fiction/nonfiction  

Eight 32-page picture books 

For a combined thesis check with your advisor and the Program office.
- An abstract of the critical thesis, OR, the paper itself (this abstract or thesis follows the creative work in the manuscript).  This should be included in the pagination and should be listed in the table of contents.
- A full bibliography, prepared in accordance with MLA format, of all books and articles read during the student's tenure in the Program, whether for semester projects or for residency participation.  The best resource for correct bibliographical form is the MLA style sheet. DO NOT separate by genre or semester.  This should be included in the pagination and should be listed in the table of contents.
Formatting:
- order of contents should be as follows: 

Title page


Preface (if included)


Table of contents


Creative work


Abstract of critical thesis or a copy of the original critical thesis


Complete bibliography  

- Pagination should be consecutive, beginning with the first page of creative work through the final page of the complete bibliography.  The title page should not be part of the pagination. (See here for how-to info.) 
- Margins should be 1”, top, bottom and sides.
- Times New Roman 12 pt font 
*****
Graduates should remember that all materials (including the items needed in hardcopy) must be received by the end-of-semester date.  The degree cannot be awarded until the MFA WC&YA office has received the semester evaluation and the complete creative thesis.

Sample Abstract of the Volume

(Do not include boxes as they are meant to represent the pages.  Also do not include the ( ).  

Font color should be black.) 
This abstract is mailed in with your EOS materials to be put into your student file. 

 It is NOT part of the Creative Volume.

(Your Title Here in ALL CAPS)

(Your Name Here)


This creative thesis contains five short stories, an abstract of a critical paper, and a full bibliography of 

readings completed during my tenure in the Master of Fine Arts in Writing for Children & Young Adults Program

 from January, 2009 through January, 2011.


Of the five short stories, three are considered complete and ready to seek publication.  The remaining two 

are in progress.  Four of the stories were conceived of and written while I was a student in the Program.  The 

fifth, although first written prior to my entrance to MFA study, has been substantially revised in recent semesters.

  There is a common theme that runs through all the enclosed stories and they are arranged here to 

follow a chronological progression that leads from one to another.  


The abstract of my critical paper, “A Uses of Rhetorical Statement in Contemporary Children’s Literature,” 

outlines my goals and conclusions in this study.

The bibliography includes readings completed during my four semester projects, as well as those 

read for participation in the two-week residency periods.

January 2011

Sample Title Page

(Do not include boxes as they are meant to represent the pages.  Also do not include the ( ).  

Font color should be black.) 
(Creative Thesis Title Here)
 (Your Name Here)
Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the 
Master of Fine Arts in Writing for Children & Young Adults Program at Vermont College of Fine Arts.

January, 2011
                                                                       J                                                                                 j

                 Faculty Advisor, (Your Advisor’s name)
                   Faculty Chair, Margaret Bechard
Table of Contents Sample

(Do not include boxes as they are meant to represent the pages.)
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