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March 22, 2010
Dear Writer,

I hope that your Winter 2010 semester is going well.  Here at the VCFA campus Spring is in the air.  This means some days are really warm and on others snow flies!  It is hard to believe that the Winter semester is almost halfway done. With mid-semesters comes lots of small details, please read this email carefully as we have outlined some very important upcoming deadlines.    
The Midterm Evaluation – Student Form is attached and posted on the Web site here. Please complete this form and return it to the office by Friday, April 16th.  Please be candid in this form. If you have any concerns that you haven’t been able to resolve directly with your advisor, please let us know now while we still have plenty of time in the semester to address these issues. These are not “official” documents; you don’t need to worry about typos, etc.  You are welcome to return this form by email to Shannon (Shannon.dixon@vermontcollege.edu), fax (802-828-8649), or snail mail. Please do not fill out this form until you have received your second packet back from your advisor.
Leave of Absence:  Please make sure that if you’re planning a leave for next semester, letters of intention to take a leave are in the office by Friday, April 2nd so that we can plan accordingly.  The letter must merely state that you plan to take a leave for the fall 2010 semester; it needn’t give any reasons or any more information than that.   It’s fine to email or fax this letter as well.  Remember that there is a $325 fee for any leave of absence requested after the deadline, so please do let us know by the April 2nd deadline to avoid this fee.

End-of-Semester:  Please remember that the end-of-semester date (when evaluations, end-of-semester materials, theses, etc. are due in the office) is Friday, June 18th.  Of course, we will post/send out evaluation forms well in advance of the due date.  Your final packet is to be received by your advisor prior to June 18th, so that all materials can arrive in the office by that date.  End of Semester materials cannot be emailed or faxed; please use snail mail.

Financial Aid:  If you are applying for financial aid, make sure you complete this year’s FAFSA form. You can access this form at www.fafsa.ed.gov, use the VCFA school code 003697.  If you have questions about financial aid or the forms, you can contact Keith Hall (financial aid counselor) 877-612-2599 or VCFA-FAO@financialaidservices.org.
Billing:  We will begin billing in early June. If you have any questions about your bill, please contact Katie Gustafson at (802) 828-8737 or katie.gustafson@vermonthcollege.edu  
Housing:  If you are planning to stay off campus for the summer residency, please let Shannon know as soon as you can so we can plan for dorm space.  It’s fine if you don’t know your plans yet; just keep us posted.  As you’re thinking about travel and housing, keep in mind that your housing and travel form will be due on Friday, May 14th.  Again, we will send out forms for you well in advance of that date. 
If you feel very strongly that you must have a single, you should book a room off campus now. We have attached a list of alternative accommodations, all of which come recommended. You can cancel any off-campus arrangements closer to the residency if in fact you do get a single.  But chances are very good that you will have a roommate here on campus, even if you’re a graduating student, so please don’t count on getting a single!

Residency Dates:  The Summer 2010 residency dates for returning students are July 11-21, 2010, with orientation starting at 3:00 pm on the 11th.  New students will be arriving on the 10th, so if you need to arrive a day early because of travel conflicts, that will be fine.  Graduation will be on the 20th and you should plan to depart no later than 10:00am on the 21st.  

The Winter 2011 residency dates have been set: for returning students: January 10-20, with graduation on January 19th.
Visiting Writers: We are excited to have Holly Black and Gregory Maguire joining us as visiting writers during the July 2010 residency. Holly Black is a best selling author of fantasy novels for children and young adults.  Her first book Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale (2002) was included in the ALA Best Books for Young Adults.  She followed this up with Valiant, which was a finalist for the Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Young Readers and the recipient of the Andre Norton Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature.  Her children’s series the Spiderwick Chronicles have been called “vintage Victorian fantasy” by the New York Post and in 2008 the series was adapted into a film.  Gregory Maguire is the author of a number of novels for children, five adult novels, and several short stories, picture books, essays and reviews.  His children's novels include The Hamlet Chronicles, a seven book series including, Seven Spiders Spinning, Six Haunted Hairdos, Five Alien Elves, Four Stupid Cupids, Three Rotten Eggs, A Couple of April Fools and One Final Firecracker.  He has won awards for many of his books including What- the-Dickens a New York Times Bestseller 2007. 
That’s it!  Call or email anytime.  Have a great semester and we’ll see you in the summer!

Sincerely,

Melissa & Shannon
