Scholarships for Enrolled MFA-WC&YA Students

At Vermont College of Fine Arts

Candlewick Picture Book Scholarship

Students working with picture books in any semester of the MFA in Writing for Children & Young Adults Program are eligible. Scholarships are announced at the winter residency. The full amount of the scholarship is $2000, which is applied to the next semester’s tuition and fees.* Fall application deadline TBA.
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Prize

The Houghton Mifflin/Clarion Prize is for the best submission of third-grade material or higher in any genre. It is open to students enrolled in any semester. The prize is a careful reading of the submitted manuscript and a phone/e-mail consultation with a Houghton Mifflin or Clarion editor.  The prize winner will also receive a Vermont College of Fine Arts program scholarship of $1,000, which is applied to the next semester’s tuition and fees.*  The prize winner will be announced at the winter residency.  Fall application deadline TBA.

Flying Pig Grade-A, Number-One Ham Humor Award

Students enrolled in any semester of the Master of Fine Arts in Writing for Children & Young Adults Program are eligible to apply for this award of $775.17, which is applied to the next semester’s tuition and fees.* This is the program’s one and only humor award; it is generously sponsored by the proprietor of the Flying Pig Bookstore and MFA-WC&YA alumna, Elizabeth Bluemle. The recipient is announced at the summer residency. Spring application deadline TBA.

In a Nutshell Short Story Award

This award is for the best short story submitted by an MFA in Writing for Children & Young Adults student in any semester, REGARDLESS OF PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS.  Previous winners may not apply.  This scholarship was started by six women from the July 2007 graduating class to offer students an opportunity to be recognized each semester for their writing. They chose short stories because it embodies the essence of good storytelling.  The prize money is $300, which is applied to the next semester’s tuition and fees.*  Spring and fall application deadlines TBA.
Marion Dane Bauer Faculty Scholarship

Students in any semester of the MFAWC&YA program are eligible to apply for this award for the best middle-grade work. Middle-grade is directed to readers ages 8 to 14. The scholarship amount will vary, but it will be a minimum of $1000, which is applied to the next semester’s tuition and fees.*  Fall application deadline TBA.
Norma Fox Mazer Memorial Scholarship
Students currently enrolled in the 2nd or 3rd semester of the MFAWC&YA program are eligible for this award for a Young Adult novel.  This is an annual, one-time award of $2000, which is applied to the next semester’s tuition and fees.*  Fall application deadline TBA.

Alumni Gift Award

This award is funded by MFWC&YA alumni. It began as an award of $250, and it has already increased to a $500 award.  The goal is that someday it will be a full semester’s tuition.  This award is open to students who have completed the second or third semester.  Recipients are nominated by the faculty and the award is based upon dedication and personal and critical growth. Spring and fall nominations.

Critical Thesis Prize

This is awarded to a student who just completed the third semester.  Students’ critical theses are nominated by their faculty advisors and then a review committee chooses the winner.  The recipient receives a $1000 scholarship that is applied to their fourth-semester tuition. Spring and fall nominations.
Other Scholarships

The MFA in Writing for Children & Young Adults Program awards several small merit scholarships to enrolled students. Merit scholarships range from $250 to $1,000.
*Refund checks will be issued if necessary.

